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ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CPR-01 NSC-05 PA-02 SS-15 PRS-01 USIE-00 

NSCE-00 SSO-OO /035 R 

DRAFTED BY NE A/INS: AATHIB AULT, JR. :JES 

APPROVED BY NEA/INS:DKUX 

NEA:TPTOMPKINS 

S/CPR :J AGT ITT ,R AT IT ,T 

S/S: PSH ANKLE 

S/S:MF, DENHAM 

005073 

O 1023 11Z JUL 75 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY COLOMBO IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 162741 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDEV, US, CE 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL FOURTH OF JULY MESSAGE 

1. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO DELIVER TO PRIME MINISTER 
BAND ARAN AIKE'S OFFICE PRESIDENTIAL FOURTH OF JULY MESSAGE 
SET FORTH BELOW. NO RELEASE HERE IS INTENDED BUT WE HAVE 
NO OBJECTION IF GSL WISHES TO DO SO. 

2. QUOTE: DEAR MADAM PRIME MINISTER: YOUR KIND AND 
THOUGHTFUL MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS ON THE OCCASION OF 
THE ONE HUNDRED AND NINETY-NINTH ANNIVERSARY OF OUR INDE- 
PENDENCE AS A NATION SYMBOLIZES THE CLOSE FRIENDSHIP AND 
MUTUAL RESPECT WHICH HAVE LONG CHARACTERIZED RELATIONS 
BETWEEN OUR TWO PEOPLES. SINCERELY, GEFALD R. FORD. END QUOTE 

3. FYI - MESSAGE IS IN RESPONSE TO TEXT OF PRIME MINISTER'S 
MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT: QUOTE: THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA JOIN ME IN EXTENDING TO YOUR 
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STATES OF AMERICA WARM GREETINGS AND BEST WISHES ON THE 
HAPPY OCCASION OF THE 199TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DECLARATION 
OF INDEPENDENCE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. I AM CON- 
FIDENT THAT THE RELATIONS OF FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION EX- 
ISTING BETWEEN SRI LANKA AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

WILL CONTINUE TO STRENGTHEN. SINCERELY SIRIMAVO R.D. 

BAND ARAN AIKE. END QUOTE. INGERSOLL 
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